Parental experiences and perceptions related to childhood apraxia of speech: Focus on functional implications.
The purpose of this study was to examine the functional implications of childhood apraxia of speech (CAS) as experienced by children and their parents. Using a mixed qualitative/quantitative design, 40 parents responded to two Likert-scale questionnaires and four phenomenological questions about their personal experiences and their perceptions of their children's (ages 3-16 years) experiences of living with CAS. Quantitative data indicated that although parents reported concern about their children's speech production as expected, they also expressed that CAS affected their children's every day activities and social interactions. Four key themes emerged from the parents' qualitative responses (1) concerns about their children's intelligibility, (2) challenges with peer relationships, (3) reliance on parent to be the child's "voice" and (4) emotional responses such as frustration. Parents' perceptions of the functional implications of CAS focussed on their children's peer interactions, their own need to be the voice for their children, and the broader functional impact of CAS on their children in daily activities. These functional implications of CAS may play a role in supporting the clinical management of those with CAS by implementing peer-related activities, functional social situations and parent education/support during intervention.